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Raleigh, NC - I am honored to be here today to recognize the St. Francis of Assisi community
for its efforts to make its buildings more environmentally friendly and sustainable, and to offer
my congratulations for attaining LEED Gold certification – not just once, but three times!

  

Today, this church community is being presented with three Gold Leadership in Energy and
Environmental Design (LEED) awards from the U.S. Green Building Council. The attainment of
any LEED certification is no small feat – and it is indeed a rarity for an organization to receive
Gold Level certifications for three buildings all at once.

  

In meeting LEED Gold certification standards, these buildings have been held to the highest
green building and performance measures. Their environmentally conscious design and
construction has ensured that the buildings used more recycled materials and diverted waste
from landfills during construction, and they will consume less energy, conserve more water, and
enhance indoor environmental quality for years to come.

  

It is fitting that Bill Laxton be presiding here today, given his leadership in this effort and his
leadership for many years of the Environmental Protection Agency's research enterprise in the
Research Triangle Park. The construction of EPA's state-of-the-art laboratory after many years
of effort and the world-class research that is conducted there represent Bill Laxton's lasting
contribution to a cleaner and healthier environment for our generation and those to come.

  

And for those of us familiar with the prophetic vision and activism of the St. Francis community,
this announcement today comes not as a surprise but as a confirmation of this community's
fidelity to the witness of its founder and its determination to live out its faith in our common life.
Let us hope that the achievement we celebrate today sets a precedent for other faith
communities.

  

It is important to understand and take to heart the familiar scripture regarding human "dominion"
over creation (Genesis 1:28), as suggested in an exegesis offered by Presiding Bishop
Katharine Jefforts-Schori of the Episcopal Church:

  

Having dominion does mean to rule, but in the way God rules, not in the way of earthly rulers.
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'Dominion' is related to domus – a house, a temple, even the dome over the earth. We all live
under that same dome, and caring for one's fellow inhabitants is the sign of a wise and holy
householder. That kind of steward operates out of compassion, lives beyond self, cares for the
children to the seventh generation. (Gospel in the Global Village: Seeking God's Dream of
Shalom, p. 134 )

  

It is in this spirit that I want to commend and congratulate the St. Francis community and
present this flag of our country, flown over the U.S. Capitol, in honor of this occasion.

  

# # #
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